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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 AUCKLA 00156 162201Z 
70 

ACTION EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-07 /030W 

082608 

R 162130Z JUL 75 
FM AMCONSUL AUCKLAND 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 465 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 

UNCLAS AUCKLAND 0156 

E.OGM 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, NZ 

SUBJECT: PRODUCT OPPORTUNITY: CITY BUSES 

AUCKLAND REGIONAL AUTHORITY (ARA) IS PLANNING PURCHASE 50 
CITY BUSES TO REPLACE LARGE PART OF OBSOLETE FLEET. ARA IS 
A LOCAL BODY OPERATING MANY PUBLIC SERVICES IN AND AROUND 
GREATER AUCKLAND AREA. HUNGARIANS APPEARED TO HAVE DEAL 
LOCKED UP, BUT IT IS NOW REOPENED. 

I CONFERRED WITH CHAIRMAN OF ARA TRANSPORT COMMITTEE WHO 
JUST RETURNED FROM TRIP TO HUNGARY TO EVALUATE IKARUS 190 
BUS. TECHNICAL EVALUATION OF IKARUS INDICATES IT DOES NOT 
AT PRESENT MEET SPECIFICATIONS. HUNGARIANS CLAIM THEY CAN 
MODIFY IT, BUT THIS IS BY NO MEANS CERTAIN. THEY WOULD HAVE 
TO INSTALL AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION WHILE KEEPING REAR AXLE 
WEIGHT DOWN. 

FOLLOWING ARE MAJOR SPECIFICATIONS: MAXIMUM REAR AXLE LOAD 
18,720 POUNDS; 70 PASSENGERS (INCLUDING DRIVER) HALF AS MANY 
STANDING AS SEATED; LOW FLOOR (REAR ENGINE); AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION; POWER STEERING; "AMPLE POWER" OR ABOUT 250 H.P. 
(U.S.); RIGHT HAND DRIVE. SOME OF THESE ARE IMPOSED BY 
N.Z. ROAD BOARD AND MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. OTHERS ARE 
IMPOSED BY DRIVER TRAINING PROBLEMS AND FACT THAT MANY 
DRIVERS ARE WOMEN. FULL SPECIFICATIONS BEING AIR POUCHED. 
DELIVERY TIME WILL BE BIG FACTOR. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 AUCKLA 00156 162201Z 

GM REPRESENTATIVES VISITED ARA SEVERAL MONTHS AGO BUT 
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DECIDED THEY COULD NOT MEET SPECIFICATIONS. HOWEVER AT 
THAT TIME ARA WAS TALKING ONLY 150 BUSES IN ADDITION TO 
THOSE BEING SUPPLIED BY MERCEDES UNDER PREVIOUS CONTRACT. 

IN ADDITION TO THE 250 BUSES NEEDED NOW. THERE WILL BE 
CONTINUING DEMAND FOR ABOUT 50 PER YEAR. 

I RECOMMEND COMMERCE CONTACT OTHER U.S. MANUFACTURERS TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER ANY COULD MEET THOSE DIFFICULT SPECIFI 
CATIONS. TIME FACTOR IS IMPORTANT AS ARA MAY DECIDE TO 
GIVE UP ON HUNGARIANS AND GO WITH MERCEDES OR SCANIA. 

REQUEST REPLY ASAP AS TO WHETHER THERE IS ANY INTEREST. 

WILLIAMS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975AUCKLA00156 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750246-0749 
From: AUCKLAND 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750748/aaaabqzw.tel 

Line Count: 73 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CollinPO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 MAR 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <22 MAR 2004 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRODUCT OPPORTUNITY: CITY BUSES AUCKLAND REGIONAL AUTHORITY (ARA) IS PLANNING PURCHASE 50 
TAGS: BEXP, NZ 
To: COM 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



